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THE GOSPEL OF MARK         -           Lesson Eleven 

 
Assignment: Read Mark 11:12-25 

 
Goal of this study: Unraveling a mystery 

  
Theme: The Lord of Judgment 

 
 
12 The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry.13 Seeing in 
the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to find out if it had any fruit. When he 

reached it, he found nothing but leaves, because it was not the season for 
figs. 14 Then he said to the tree, “May no one ever eat fruit from you 

again.” And his disciples heard him say it… 19 When evening came, Jesus and 

his disciples[e] went out of the city. 20 In the morning, as they went along, 
they saw the fig tree withered from the roots. 21 Peter remembered and said 

to Jesus, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree you cursed has withered!” 22 “Have faith 
in God,” Jesus answered. 23 “Truly I tell you, if anyone says to this mountain, 

‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and does not doubt in their heart but 
believes that what they say will happen, it will be done for 

them. 24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that 
you have received it, and it will be yours. 25 And when you stand praying, if 

you hold anything against anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in 
heaven may forgive you your sins.”  

 
Once again Jesus exercises His lordship over nature.  In our previous section 

a donkey that had never been ridden submitted it’s back as a seat for Jesus 
to ride into Jerusalem on.  Here we see a fig tree submit to the judgment of 

the King.  Several unusual circumstances have caused scholars to question 

the literal occurrence of this event.  Some doubt it as being true, others 
believe it to be a parable, but most find it difficult to interpret. Do you 

believe this was an actual event and if so, what is the proper interpretation 
for the cursing of the fig tree? 

 
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24660e
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Without knowing the manner and character of Jesus it would be easy to 

conclude that Jesus was flaunting His powers as God in this instant.  Since 
we have already concluded that Jesus never utilized His power as God for 

selfish purposes there must be something else to this passage that we are 
missing.  To further complicate an already confusing situation there is 

another factor to consider.  Mark tells his readers that “…figs were not even 
in season at the time.”  Assuming that Jesus knew that figs were out of 

season, why would He ever expect to find fruit on a tree that was not yet in 
season? 

 
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

In other passages in the Gospels, (Matthew 21, Mark 13, Luke 13, 21) the 
fig tree is representative of the nation of Israel.  If the same is true of our 

passage here in Mark 11, what lesson is Jesus presenting to His disciples 
concerning Israel? 

 
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

When Peter drew Jesus attention to the dead fig tree, Jesus took advantage 
of the opportunity to teach another lesson on prayer,  “Therefore I tell you, 

whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will 
be yours.”  Is this more often your experience when you pray or more often 
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not your experience when you pray?  Considering this lesson in prayer with 
other lessons on praying taught by Jesus, how can we become more 

proficient in our prayer life? 
 

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________  
 

 
 


