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THE GOSPEL OF MARK         -           Lesson Four 

 

Assignment: Read Mark chapter 4  

 

Goal of this study: Why Jesus used parables in His method of teaching.  

 

Theme: The Mystery of the Kingdom 

 
10 When he was alone, the Twelve and the others around him asked him about 
the parables. 11 He told them, “The secret of the kingdom of God has been given 
to you. But to those on the outside everything is said in parables 12 so that, 
“‘they may be ever seeing but never perceiving, and ever hearing but never 
understanding; 
otherwise they might turn and be forgiven!’[”  13 Then Jesus said to [His 
disciples],  “Don’t you understand this parable?  How then will you understand 
any parable?         Mark 4:10-
13 

 

Mark gives far less attention to Jesus’ favorite method of teaching in parables 

that does Matthew is his gospel account.  In Mark chapter 4, we have three of 

the six parables that Mark chose to record.  But in the Gospel of Matthew, he 

records for us a total of eighteen parables, clearly placing more emphasis on the 

parables than Mark.  Let’s consider the question of “Why”:  Why did Jesus 

choose parables as His primary method of teaching and why does Matthew 

place more emphasis on them? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 
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Read Isaiah 6:9-10.  Isaiah was told to use this very same method to 

communicate his message; and it also seems to indicate that his response would 

be similar to the response that Jesus received.  What can we possibly conclude 

about people in general by comparing the responses of these two preachers? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

______ 

We are told in the opening verses of Mark 4 that large crowds [great 

multitudes] followed Jesus to hear His teaching.  When Jesus answerd His 

disciples question concerning why He was speaking in this manner He said, 

“The secret of the kingdom of God has been given to you. But to those on the 
outside everything is said in parables 12 so that, “‘they may be ever seeing but 
never perceiving, and ever hearing but never understanding; otherwise they 
might turn and be forgiven!  If the condition of the crowds was one of being 

incapable of understanding; “ever hearing but never understanding,” why did 

they continue to listen and follow Him? 

 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________ 
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Some Biblical scholars, such as F.F. Bruce contend that in both the Hebrew and 

Aramaic languages the word for ‘parable’ might also mean ‘riddle.’  If this is 

true would one’s level of intellect be a determining factor in comprehending a 

parable? 

 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

______ 

 
 

 

 


