
RPBC BIBLE STUDY - LESSON 17  
 

Assignment: Read John 4:1-45 
 

Goal of this study: See Jesus overcome differences.  
 
Theme: Jesus’ first cross-cultural ministry- the Samaritan woman 

 
 

In pursuing our 2020 theme “Rediscovering Jesus - Studies in the 

Gospels” we look today at Jesus encountering a woman in Samaria, 

reported in the Gospel of John. 
 

 

“Jesus knew the Pharisees had heard that he was baptizing and 
making more disciples than John (though Jesus himself didn’t baptize 

them—his disciples did). So, he left Judea and returned to Galilee. He 

had to go through Samaria on the way. Eventually he came to the 
Samaritan village of Sychar, near the field that Jacob gave to his son 

Joseph. Jacob’s well was there; and Jesus, tired from the long walk, 

sat wearily beside the well about noontime. Soon a Samaritan woman 
came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Please give me a drink.” 

He was alone at the time because his disciples had gone into the 

village to buy some food. The woman was surprised, for Jews refuse to 
have anything to do with Samaritans. She said to Jesus, “You are a 

Jew, and I am a Samaritan woman. Why are you asking me for a 

drink?”” 
John 4:1-9 NLT 

 

The roots of the differences between Jews and Samaritans went back 
more than 700 years, to when the Assyrians swept in and destroyed 

the northern Kingdom of Israel, sparing the southern Kingdom of 

Judah. A large part of the territory of Israel was known as Samaria, 
and its capital city was also named Samaria. The Assyrian king 

deported the leaders of Israel and their families and scattered them 

throughout the Assyrian empire. Then,  

 

“The king of Assyria transported groups of people from Babylon, 
Cuthah, Avva, Hamath, and Sepharvaim and resettled them in the 

towns of Samaria, replacing the people of Israel. They took possession 

of Samaria and lived in its towns. But since these foreign settlers did 
not worship the Lord when they first arrived, the Lord sent lions 



among them, which killed some of them. (...) The king of Assyria then 
commanded, “Send one of the exiled priests back to Samaria. Let him 

live there and teach the new residents the religious customs of the 

God of the land.” So, one of the priests who had been exiled from 
Samaria returned to Bethel and taught the new residents how to 

worship the Lord.” 

2 Kings 17:24-25, 27-28 NLT 
 

Scholars, historians, and geneticists have established that a remnant 

of the original Israelis remained In Samaria, and over time, they 
intermarried with the new settlers.  

 

 
“And though they worshiped the Lord, they continued to follow their 

own gods according to the religious customs of the nations from which 

they came. (...) So while these new residents worshiped the Lord, they 
also worshiped their idols. And to this day their descendants do the 

same.” 

2 Kings 17:33, 41 NLT 
 

Q: Do you see any parallels with contemporary religious life? Are there 

other “gods” we serve while identifying ourselves as worshippers of 
the one true God? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Samaritans saw their position a little differently, as we might 

expect, as the Samaritan woman said to Jesus:   

 

““Sir,” the woman said, “you must be a prophet. So, tell me, why is it 

that you Jews insist that Jerusalem is the only place of worship, while 
we Samaritans claim it is here at Mount Gerizim, where our ancestors 

worshiped?”” 

John 4:19-20 NLT 
 



This question would seriously challenge any Jewish rabbi to answer, 
because it involves centuries upon centuries all the way back to the 

time of Joshua, and before, when the newly conquered land of Canaan 

was divided and assigned to the various tribes at Mount Gerizim. 
(Deuteronomy 27:11, Joshua 8:33) 

 

Notice how Jesus responds, however: 
 

“Jesus replied, “Believe me, dear woman, the time is coming when it 

will no longer matter whether you worship the Father on this mountain 
or in Jerusalem. You Samaritans know very little about the one you 

worship, while we Jews know all about him, for salvation comes 

through the Jews. But the time is coming—indeed it’s here now—when 
true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth. The 

Father is looking for those who will worship him that way. For God is 

Spirit, so those who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth.” 
The woman said, “I know the Messiah is coming—the one who is called 

Christ. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.” Then Jesus 

told her, “I AM the Messiah!”” 
John 4:21-26 NLT 

 

Q: Do you see in Jesus’ response a model for how to deal with 
doctrinal differences and cultural differences? How so? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consider, if you will, a native people who acknowledge the one God, 

whom they call the Great Spirit. Then they are conquered, and 

dispersed, by outsiders, who also bring in other people who did not 

want to come.  After many generations, there are deep divisions and 
differences among all these mixed peoples’ understanding of 

righteousness, and even differences of understanding their histories.  

 



Q: Considering the story of Jesus and the Samaritan woman at the 
well, in our day, in North America, how can Jesus be revealed to all 

these peoples?  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
FURTHER DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

 

Where is living water to be found? 
 

Once we’re saved, by our surrender to Christ and belief in His 

resurrection, is that the end of our journey? Why or why not? 
 

When we have spiritual dry spells, how can we, how do we, rehydrate? 
 

How can asking for help bless the helper? 

 
What does it mean to worship in spirit and in truth? 
 


