
SIX PRINCIPLES OF PROPER BIBLE 
INTERPRETATION



▪ Interpretation is determined by the author’s intent
▪ Interpretation must be consistent with the context of 

the text
▪ Interpretation is based on the normal sense of 

language
▪ Interpretation is based on the Bible interpreting the 

Bible
▪ Interpretation must be distinguished from application
▪ Interpretation considers the audience

Six Principles of Bible Interpretation



PRINCIPLE # 1  INTERPRETATION IS DETERMINED BY 
THE AUTHOR’S INTENT

Consider   Psalm91 – (A Messianic Psalm)

The security of the person who “FULLY” trust in 
God

Abraham:  Genesis 22:12



1.  Interpretation is determined by the author’s intent

Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the 
shadow of the Almighty.  2 I will say of the Lord, “He is my 
refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.” 3 Surely He 
will save you from the fowler’s snare and from the deadly 
pestilence.  4 He will cover you with His feathers, and under His 
wings you will find refuge; His faithfulness will be your 
shield and rampart.  5 You will not fear the terror of night, nor 
the arrow that flies by day,  6 nor the pestilence that stalks in 
the darkness, nor the plague that destroys at midday.  PS.91



9 If you say, “The Lord is my refuge,”
and you make the Most High your dwelling,

10 no harm will overtake you,
no disaster will come near your tent.

11 For He will command His angels concerning you
to guard you in ALL your ways;

12 they will lift you up in their hands,
so that you will not strike your foot against a 

stone.
Psalm 91:1-12



5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had 
him stand on the highest point of the temple. 6 “If 
you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself 
down. For it is written:
“‘He will command his angels concerning you,
[Satan’s omission]and they will lift you up in their 
hands, so that you will not strike your foot against 
a stone.

Matthew 4:5-6



2. Interpretation must be consistent with content of 
the text 
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I 
with them.” Matthew 18:20

18 “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven. 19 “Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth 
agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by 
my Father in heaven. Matt.18:18-19



There’s Nothing Between Us Now
by

Grady Tate

There’s nothing between us now
but the things we said to hurt one another
all the words that time cannot smother 
Though I know, that I must forget
They upset me so, I can hear them yet

There’s nothing between us now
When we chance to meet
You keep looking through me
You walk away, like you hardly knew me

Now I stand, my heart in hand
the world we planned, means nothing more to me
No more am I in your arms,
With the taste of love on our lips

No more, No more, No more of the afterglow
We as lovers came to know

But, miracles work somehow
And if love RETURNS, together we’ll face it
Through the years, reach out and embrace it
Night and day, we’ll stay that way,
And then we’ll say…
There’s nothing, no there’s nothing…
There’s nothing between us now.

Notice how the context changes the 
meaning of the Song from…

There’s Nothing Between Us Now

to

There’s Nothing Between Us Now

(Google the song, It’s Beautiful)



3. Interpretation is based on the normal sense of 
language

“ For the eyes of the Lord* range throughout the earth 
to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to 
him.”

2 Chronicles 16:9

* Note the symbolism of God’s eyes in Ezekiel 1:18



4. Interpretation is based on the Bible interpreting the 
Bible

“If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s 
seed, and heirs according to the promise.”  Gal.3:29

“There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor 
free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus.” Gal.3:28



What advantage, then, is there in being a Jew, or 
what value is there in circumcision? 2 Much in every 
way! Romans 3:1-2

Did God reject his people? By no means! I am an 
Israelite myself, a descendant of Abraham, from the 
tribe of Benjamin. 2 God did not reject his 
people, whom he foreknew. Romans 11:1-2

*The promises of God given to the Jewish people belong to the Jews only



5. Interpretation must be distinguished from 
application

"For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future. (Is this conditional?)

12 Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, 
and I will listen to you. 13 You will seek me and find me 
when you seek me with all your heart. 14 I will be found 
by you,” Jeremiah 29:11, 12-14



6.  Interpretation considers the audience

Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, 
“Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and 
every reason?... 8 Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you 
to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. 
But it was not this way from the beginning. 9 I tell you 
that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual 
immorality, and marries another woman commits 
adultery.”   [JEWISH AUDIENCE] Matthew 19:3-9



2 Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, “Is 
it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?...
10 When they were in the house again, the disciples 
asked Jesus about this. 11 He answered, “Anyone who 
divorces his wife and marries another woman 
commits adultery against her. 12 And if she divorces 
her husband and marries another man, she commits 
adultery.”

[ROMANS AUDIENCE] Mark 10:2-12



"Do not cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, 
Greeks or the church of God”

1Corinthians 10:32


