
Series Title:

“Finger of God is in all of History, and Christ is 
its Central Figure”

Sermon Title:  “Open Sesame”





"Open Sesame” was the magical words in the 
Arabian Nights tale of ALI BABA and The Forty 
Thieves. When the phase was uttered the stone 
covering the entrance to a cave was moved to 
reveal a cave full of hidden treasures. In Luke 24 
the disciples experienced an overflow of joy as 
Jesus “Opened the Scriptures” and then “Opened 
their minds.” Many of the questions concerning 
the “Why’s” of our history will be discovered when 
we allow the Spirit of God to “Open the Scriptures” 
and “open our minds.” 



30 When [Jesus] was at the table with them, He 
took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to 
give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and 
they recognized Him, and He disappeared from 
their sight. 32 They asked each other, “Were not 
our hearts burning within us while He talked with 
us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?

Luke 24:30-32



44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I 
was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that 
is written about Me in the Law of Moses, the 
Prophets and the Psalms.” 45 Then He opened their 
minds so they could understand the Scriptures.

Luke 24:44-45



African-American History is the untold
story of American History.



Can we identify the “Finger of God” in the 
formative years of America…particularly the 

years of 1765 – 1783; The American 
Revolution?



General George 
Washington’s 

crossing of the 
Delaware River 

& 
Victory in the 

Battle of Trenton, 
N.J.

Dec. 25, 1776



“No people can be bound to acknowledge 
and adore the Invisible Hand [of God] which 
conducts the affairs of men more than those 
of the United States.”

President George Washington
First Inaugural Speech, 1789 



[America is] “…an experiment entrusted to 
the hands of the American people.”

President George Washington
First Inaugural Speech, 1789 



We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 
men are created equal, that they are endowed 
by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, 
that among these are Life, Liberty and the 
pursuit of Happiness.

Preamble to the Declaration of Independence 



Moses learned the reason for the Israelite’s 
slavery in Egypt from what God told Abraham 

in Genesis 15.



13 Then the Lord said to him, “Know for certain 
that for four hundred years your descendants 
will be strangers in a country not their own 
and that they will be enslaved and mistreated 
there. 14 But I will punish the nation they serve 
as slaves, and afterward they will come 
out with great possessions.

Genesis 15:13-14



“In the first 100 years of existence over 683,000 
Americans lost their lives in wars, with the Civil 
War accounting for 623,000 of that total….the Civil 
War [was] the costliest war that America has ever 
fought.”

U.S. Army Military History Institute



American War Deaths Throughout History

25,000 American Revolution
625,000 American Civil War
116,516 World War I
405,399 World War II

36,516 Korean War
58,209 Vietnam War

U.S. Army Military History Institute



Some historians view the American Civil War 
as God’s judgment on America for its original 

sin of slavery.



Could these points suggest the Hand of God in 
African-American History?



❑ God “heard the cries of our ancestors…”

❑We became “God’s Experiment”

❑We have become the recipients of God” 
judgment.

❑ Suffering may be a prerequisite for our 
Glory



Solutions for today may be found in 
the lessons of the past.


