
FAITH, FEAR & FAILURE



8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he 
would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and 
went, even though he did not know where he was 
going.9 By faith he made his home in the promised 
land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in 
tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with 
him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking 
forward to the city with foundations, whose 
architect and builder is God.

Hebrews 11:8-10



11 And by faith even Sarah, who was past 
childbearing age, was enabled to bear 
children because she considered him faithful who 
had made the promise. 12 And so from this one 
man, and he as good as dead, came descendants 
as numerous as the stars in the sky and as 
countless as the sand on the seashore.

Hebrews 11:11-12
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ABRAHAM’S  FAITH “Commended” (11:2)

ABRAHAM’S FEARS Not mentioned ???

ABRAHAM’S FAILURES Not mentioned ???



Abraham’s Faith:

1.“What then shall we say that Abraham, our 
forefather, discovered in this 
matter?...3.Abraham believed God, and it was 
credited to him as righteousness.”

Romans 4:1-3



Abraham’s Fear:

“By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he 
would later receive as his inheritance [EVENTUALLY]
obeyed and went…” Hebrews 11:8a

1.“Then the Word of the LORD came to Jonah a 
second time [saying]: 2.Go to the great city of 
Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give 
you.3.Jonah obeyed the Word of the LORD…”

Jonah 3:1-3 



10.“[King] Abimelech asked Abraham, ‘What 
was your reason for doing this?’ 11.Abraham 
replied, I said to myself, ‘There is surely no 
fear of God in this place, and they will kill me 
because of my wife. 12.Besides, she really is my 
sister, the daughter of my father though not of 
my mother; and she became my wife.”

Gen.20:10-12



“And when God had me wander from my 
father’s household, I said to [Sarah], ‘This is 
how you can show your love to me: 
Everywhere we go, say of me, ‘He is my 
brother.”

Gen.20:13



Abraham’s Failure:

“Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no 
children. But she had an Egyptian slave named 
Hagar; 2 so she said to Abram, ‘The Lord has kept 
me from having children. Go, sleep with my 
slave; perhaps I can build a family through her.’
Abram agreed to what Sarai said.”

Genesis 16:1-2



Application:

1. The idea of a “super-saints” is a myth.

2. In the natural order of things faith matures
with time.

3. Salvation by grace is far superior to any attempt
of salvation based in “rules.”



1. The idea of a “super-saints” is a myth.

17.“Elijah was a man just like us. He prayed 
earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain 
on the land for three and a half years.  18.Again he 
prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth 
produced its crops.”

James 5:17-18



2. In the natural order of things faith matures
with time.

Abraham left Haran at 75 yrs. old  (Gen.12:4)

Abraham was 85 yrs. old when Ishmael was born (Gen.16:3)

Abraham was 100 yrs. old when Isaac was born (Gen.21:5)

Abraham was approx.125-130 yrs. old when Isaac was to be 
sacrificed  (Gen.22:1)

Abraham died at age of 175 years old.  (Gen.25:7)



3. Salvation by grace is far superior to any attempt
of salvation based in “rules.”

14 For by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever 
those who are being made holy. 15 The Holy Spirit also 
testifies to us about this. First he says: 16 ’This is the 
covenant I will make with them after that time, says 
the Lord. I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will 
write them on their minds.’ 17 Then he adds: ‘Their sins 
and lawless acts I will remember no more.’ 18 And 
where these have been forgiven, sacrifice for sin is no 
longer necessary. Hebrews 10:14-18


