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THE GOSPEL OF MARK         -           Lesson Two 
 
Assignment: Complete the reading of the entire Gospel of Mark.  Now go 
back and re-read chapters 1-3. 
 
Goal of this study: A better understanding of what it means to be “called” 
and “chosen.” 
 
Theme: The calling of the Twelve Disciples 
 
13 Jesus went up on a mountainside and called to Him those He wanted, and 
they came to Him. 14 He appointed twelve that they might be with Him and 
that He might send them out to preach 15 and to have authority to drive out 
demons.16 These are the twelve He appointed: Simon (to whom He gave 
the name Peter),17 James son of Zebedee and his brother John (to them he 
gave the name Boanerges, which means “sons of thunder”), 18 Andrew, 
Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, 
Simon the Zealot 19 and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Him.     Mark 3:13-18 
 
 
In Mark chapter 1 Jesus called four of His twelve disciples, in chapter 2 He 
called one more, giving Him a total of five.  What were their names and 
what was unique in Jesus’s method of selection? Is there a principle here?  
 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 
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Jesus told the four disciples He “individually” called that they would be 
“fishers of men.”  What do you think they understood by that statement? 
 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Jesus had some very stringent rules for those He called, rules like what we 
see in Matthew 6:24 and Luke 14:26. What is the application here? 
 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 
There is a key word in vs.18 and another in vs.20 that described the 
disciples’ reaction to the call of Jesus. Identify those two key words and use 
them to explain the principle being taught in Luke 9:57-62. 
 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 
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Jesus completely ignored the “rules of engagement” in the calling and 

choosing of His disciples.  The normal practices in Hebrew culture was the 
student would choose his teacher, but in Jesus’s case it is the Teacher 
choosing His students.  This “rule” has major implications for Christians 
today.  Compare Ephesians 1:4 with Mark 3:13-18 to explain the goal of 
God’s choosing. 
 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 


