
FAITH’S TRIUMPHS & TRAGEDIES
Hebrews 11:32-40



Three Categories of Faith Heroes

Those who’s names and acts were recorded (vvs.3-31)

Those who’s names were just mentioned (vvs.32-34)

Those who’s names were not mentioned but known by 
God and commended by Him (vvs.35-40)



The Well Known          The Unknown



NEGRO LEAGUE BASEBALL 
Bud Fowler

(His nickname was ”Bud” but was most often referred to as “the coon”

1st AA Professional Baseball player (1877-1895)

1st to ever play on an integrated team
1st AA to be captain an integrated team

He had the longest and widest career of any player
Organized the first successful black barnstorming club.
His career started 55 years before the National Negro 

League was formed, and 70 yrs. before Jackie Robinson



Triumphant

32 And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell 
about Gideon, Barak, Samson and Jephthah, about 
David and Samuel and the prophets, 33 who through 
faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and 
gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of 
lions, 34 quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped 
the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to 
strength; and who became powerful in battle and 
routed foreign armies. Hebrews 11:32-34



Tragedies

35 Women received back their dead, raised to life 
again. There were others who were tortured, refusing 
to be released so that they might gain an even better 
resurrection. 36 Some faced jeers and flogging, and even 
chains and imprisonment… 39 These were all 
commended for their faith, yet none of them received 
what had been promised, 40 since God had planned 
something better for us so that only together with 
us would they be made perfect. Hebrews 11:35-40



Faith does not guarantee a pain free life…
(Abel was murdered by a jealous brother)

Faith does not guarantee victory on every hand
(Your walls of Jericho may still be standing)

Faith does not guarantee recognition by your peers
(Others lived their lives in obscurity)  

Faith does not promise….
(All died without receiving The Promise)



What they were looking for [by faith] is 
what we have been privileged to 

experience [by faith].



“…yet none of them received what had been 
promised

“…[because] God had planned something 
better for US…

…so that only together with us would they be 
made perfect”

Hebrews 11:39-40



THE PROMISE (to Abel)

“So the LORD said to the snake… You and this 
woman will hate each other; your descendants 
and hers will always be enemies.  One of hers will 
strike you on the head, and you will strike him on 
the heel.”

Genesis 3:14-15 CEV



THE PROMISE (to Abraham & Patriarchs)

“…Everyone on earth will be blessed because 
of you.

Genesis 12:3



THE PROMISE  (to David and Prophets)

“Now I promise that you and your 
descendants will be kings…. I will make sure 
that one of your descendants will always be 
King.”

2 Samuel 7:11-16



THE PROMISE (they never saw now fulfilled)

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called 
Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He 
was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and 
the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It had been 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 
would not die before he had seen the Lord’s 
Messiah.

Luke 2:25-26



SOMETHING BETTER FOR US

With the coming of Christ we now have the 
indwelling Holy Spirit. (John 16:7)

We have the completed Revelation from God 
(Revelation 22:18-21)

We have immediate entry into heaven and the 
presence of God upon our physical death.
(2 Corinthians 5:8)



“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a 
great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily 
entangles. And let us run with perseverance the 
race marked out for us…”

Hebrews 12:1



They are not sitting in the grandstand watching 
us…they are on the field coaching us.



Abraham is saying… “run your race”

Joshua is saying… “you can beat this opponent”

Rahab is saying…  “don’t listen to those haters”

Moses is saying… “the reward far outweighs the risk”

Jesus is waiting to say… “well done, good and faithful 
servant”



Lay aside that “weight” and “sin” and

RUN YOUR RACE


