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THE GOSPEL OF MARK         -           Lesson Twelve 

 
Assignment: Read Mark 11:11-18  &  John 2:13-25 

 
Goal of this study: Identify False Religious Corruption 

  
Theme: The Lord of Judgment 

 
 
11 Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple courts. He looked 
around at everything, but since it was already late, he went out to Bethany 

with the Twelve…. 15 On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple 
courts and began driving out those who were buying and selling there. He 

overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those 

selling doves, 16 and would not allow anyone to carry merchandise through 
the temple courts. 17 And as he taught them, he said, “Is it not written: ‘My 

house will be called a house of prayer for all nations’? But you have made it 
‘a den of robbers.’”  18 The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard 

this and began looking for a way to kill him, for they feared him, because 
the whole crowd was amazed at his teaching. 

 
 

When Jesus entered Jerusalem on Palms Sunday, we are told that at the end 
of the processional He entered into the Temple courts and “…looked around 

at everything.”  When He returned the following day, He drove out the 
merchants and profiteers.  Do you think this was a spontaneous reaction or 

was He prepared for what He would find there in the Temple court? 
 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 

 
 

On two separate occasions Jesus cleared the Temple of irreverence and 
disrespect in His Father’s House.  One incident is recorded in John 2:13-25 

right after His first miracle of changing water into wine. The second 
“cleansing” is recorded here in Mark 11 just a few days before His 
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crucifixion. This “enterprising” appeared to have been a common practice 
during Passover week. If that was true does it suggest anything to you? 

 
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

_________________________________________ 
We are told that the merchandizing took place in the Temple court. In the 

ongoing course of events Jesus said, ‘My house will be called a house of 
prayer for all nations.  But you have made it ‘a den of robbers.’  Mark is the 

only gospel writer that specified “…house of prayer for all nations.”  So, 

Jesus’ anger over the misuse of His Father’s House was on two levels. One 
was over the buying and selling that was going on, the other was over the 

disrupting and disrespect for the “rights” of “Non-Jews.”  Can you explain 
this? A reference to 1 Kings 8:41-43 may be helpful. 

 
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

It appears that the Chief Priest and teachers of the Law [Religious Hierarchy] 
were more bothered by Jesus’ actions than anyone else.  The “Religious 

Leaders” immediately began to look for a way to kill Him while the common 
people became even more impressed and amazed with Jesus’ teaching.  The 

common people [the consumers] seem to be far less bothered by Jesus’ 
actions than the merchants who were providing a service to the people.  If 

this is actually the case what explanation can we give? 
 

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
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_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 
 


