
MISDIRECTED
FAITH

Hebrews 11:20



Faith is not a one time act, it is a way of 
life…trusting in the sovereignty of God 

who only does what is right.



“By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in 
regard to their future.”

Hebrews 11:20



One Big 

Unhappy 

Family



IKE’S “ONE BIG UNHAPPY FAMILY”

1. SIBLING RIVALRY INSTIGATED BY MOM & DAD

2. VERY LITTLE INSTRUCTIONAL GUIDANCE

3. MORE ACCUSTOM TO SECRECY AND
DECEPTION THAN HONESTY AND OPENNESS



1. SIBLING RIVALRY INSTIGATED BY MOM & DAD



27 The boys grew up, and Esau became a skillful 
hunter, a man of the open country, while Jacob 
was content to stay at home among the tents. 
28 Isaac, who had a taste for wild game, loved 
Esau, but Rebekah loved Jacob.

Genesis 25:27-28



22 The babies jostled each other within her, and 
she said, “Why is this happening to me?” So she 
went to inquire of the Lord.23 The Lord said to her, 
“Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples 
from within you will be separated; one people will 
be stronger than the other, and the older will 
serve the younger.”

Genesis 25:22-23



29 Once when Jacob was cooking some stew, Esau 
came in from the open country, famished. 30 He said 
to Jacob, “Quick, let me have some of that red stew!  
I’m famished!”  31 Jacob replied, First sell me your 
birthright. 32 “Look, I am about to die,” Esau said. 
“What good is the birthright to me?” 33 But Jacob 
said, “Swear to me first.” So he swore an oath to him, 
selling his birthright to Jacob. 34 Then Jacob gave Esau 
some bread and some lentil stew. He ate and drank, 
and then got up and left.  So Esau despised his 
birthright. Genesis 25:29-34



“BIRTHRIGHT”

Double portion of the inheritance
Chief or Head of the family
Recipient of the promise made to Abraham



2. VERY LITTLE INSTRUCTIONAL GUIDANCE



34 When Esau was forty years old, he married 
Judith daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and also 
Basemath daughter of Elon the Hittite. 35 They 
were a source of grief to Isaac and Rebekah.

Genesis 26:34-35



6 Now Esau learned that Isaac had blessed 
Jacob…[and had] commanded him, “Do not 
marry a Canaanite woman,” 7 and that Jacob had 
obeyed his father and mother…. 8 Esau then 
realized how displeasing the Canaanite women
were to his father Isaac; 9 so he went to 
Ishmael and married Mahalath, the sister of 
Nebaioth and daughter of Ishmael son of 
Abraham, in addition to the wives he already 
had. Genesis 28:6-9



3. MORE ACCUSTOM TO SECRECY AND
DECEPTION THAN HONESTY AND OPENNESS



When Isaac was old and his eyes were so weak 
that he could no longer see, he called for Esau his 
older son and said to him 2 “I am now an old man 
and don’t know the day of my death. 3 Now then, 
get your equipment—your quiver and bow—and 
go out to the open country to hunt some wild 
game for me. 4 Prepare me the kind of tasty food I 
like and bring it to me to eat, so that I may give 
you my blessing before I die.” 

Genesis 27:1-4



5 Now Rebekah was listening as Isaac spoke to 
his son Esau. 6 Rebekah said to her son 
Jacob, “Look, I overheard your father say to 
your brother Esau, 7 ‘Bring me some game 
and prepare me some tasty food to eat, so 
that I may give you my blessing in the 
presence of the Lord before I die.’ 8 Now, my 
son, listen carefully and do what I tell you:

Genesis 27:5-8



19 Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau your 
firstborn. I have done as you told me. Please 
sit up and eat some of my game, so that you 
may give me your blessing.”  20 Isaac asked his 
son, “How did you find it so quickly, my son?”
“The Lord your God gave me success,” he 
replied.

Genesis 27:19-20



SO WHERE IS THE FAITH SPOKEN OF IN 
HEBREWS 11:20?



TRUE BIBLICAL FAITH HAS AS MUCH TO DO WITH 
THE “WAYS OF GOD” AS IT HAS TO DO WITH THE 

“WILL OF GOD”



1. By faith Isaac thought he could manipulate the
the determined will of God.

2. God way of dealing with Isaac was to give him a
wife more skillful in manipulation that him.

3. Situational ethnics made Jacob more concerned   
with getting caught that doing wrong.

4. Faith (belief in the promise of God) is often 
conflicted by the means we use to achieve an end.


